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“I CAN CREATE A 100-ACRE PARADISE - OR HAVE A BLAST
- MARK MARIANI

W R I T T EN BY C H E RY L MOR E Y

Mark continues, “Magic comes in all shapes and sizes. A
vast rolling vista. A cozy courtyard. Maybe there’s a family orchard. A ﬁshing pond, stocked for memory-making.
The outdoor stone ‘kitchen,’ where steak au poivre easily
gives way to s’mores. A fountain’s constant, gentle, ambi11
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WITH 100 SQUARE FEET.”

PAGES 11 TO 15

ant rhythm that takes you to your place when you really
need to go. It’s making the most of what’s there. Creating
the quintessential comfort zone. And making it yours.”
Wow!
Directly from Mark’s website, www.marianigardens.com,
these sentiments are the quintessential, the most perfect
embodiment of the power of IGCs. Did you hear that?!
The power of IGCs! This is what you, as an independent
garden center, should be all about! Are you helping
your customers to create their own backyard oasis? Are
you the epitome of this statement, or are you just selling plants like the Home Depots and Wal-Marts of the
world? Are you striving to create the ultimate dream for
your customer?
I believe with all my heart and soul that, as independent garden centers, we need to assert our independence! That independence means you must step out of
your comfort zone and into your customers’ dreams.
The moment you step into Mariani Gardens, you
know you are going to have a shopping experience. Really unique and seemingly one-of-a-kind items beckon
your attention. Don’t be scared away from the obviously
high-end operation with discouraging thoughts of not
having the luxury of space or clientele that would afford
you to match everything. Remember, just making small
changes throughout your store is a great way to engage
your customers in the shopping experience.
As you study the photos to the left, you can see common threads weaving their way throughout. These
threads evoke one of two feelings.
First is a sense of specialness. Offering distinctive
items in limited quantity says to customers that these
items have been specially chosen for their exclusive
uniqueness. This approach tells people it’s OK to
spend a little more money on these items because
they won’t be able to find them anywhere else. This
brings the wonderful sense of grandeur to their shopping experience!
The second apparent theme showcases the reﬁned, elegant and fully furnished “room” setting. Helping your
customers ﬁnd the perfect accents for their spaces by
placing them in inspirational settings instantly adds a
touch of sophistication to your store. And, being the independent you are, it is your place to inspire customers.
Doing so allows you a competitive niche that others can
only dream of, and it’s yours for the taking!

Exquisite sophistication abounds
(Right, top) Luxurious beauty envelops Mariani Gardens’ ﬂoral
shop, making selection of the perfect arrangement a breeze.
(Center) The perfect patio setting snuggled in a corner of the
greenhouse invites customers to an afternoon tea.
(Bottom) This simply elegant checkout counter
allows for additional merchandising.
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Eye-catching oases are defined by expansive urns on stately pedestals.
These creations stand 10 to 12 feet or more, making a
beautifully grand statement, especially when positioned in the
center of a perfect selection of flowers.
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The wonderfully executed symphony
of distinction intertwined with sophisticated, accented living spaces ﬂows
into the greenhouse, across the parking
lot and right through Mariani Gardens’
exquisitely executed, parklike B&B display area.
But I don’t want to get too far ahead
of myself. I’ll back up a bit. Mariani
Gardens did something really interesting. The wall that separates the interior
from the greenhouse is a wall of water
extending from the ceiling to the ﬂoor,
door to door, inside and out. (See photo
on page 12, lower left corner, and additional photos at www.BeGardenChic.
com.) Even more exciting is that the water ﬂows into a trough that contains koi.
The shimmering effect is gorgeous, and
we all know moving water is always a
crowd-pleaser.
Transitioning into the greenhouse,
customers are greeted by an amazing
display of striking specimen material

14

interspersed with a more traditional
showing of tantalizing color. Bright and
airy, treasures abound at every glance.
Impressive topiaries topping $10,000
are surrounded by a plethora of rare
and unusual plant material.
Passing through the greenhouse into
the ﬁrst of their two outdoor yards
brings yet another unique experience.
Large specimen B&B trees are displayed with smaller ﬂowering and border plants to build eye-catching oases
that delight the senses.
Some of these oases are deﬁned by expansive urns on stately pedestals. These
creations stand 10 to 12 feet or more,
making a beautifully grand statement,
especially when positioned in the center of a perfect selection of ﬂowers.
All of the pathways at Mariani Gardens are deﬁned by these islands,
eliminating the typical, uninspiring
straight-line approach.
The second of the garden center’s out-

door yards is across the parking lot. This
area is unlike anything I’ve seen. As
you enter, it looks and feels as if you’ve
just stepped into a park - peaceful and
serene. Walkways are lined with B&B
shrubs, potted material and the same
stately urns and pedestals, creating the
ultimate shopping adventure.
Perhaps the exquisite creativity demonstrated throughout comes from the
inspiration Mark has gathered in landscaping since the age of 17. His unique
artist’s ﬂair, combined with an incredibly talented staff, work together to create this paradise.
If you are ever in the Connecticut/
New York area, be sure to stop by and
experience it for yourself. Who knows,
you might even run into one of their famous clientele, such as Martha Stewart
or Judge Judy. Either way, you will deﬁnitely be inspired to new levels, and
will discover many new ideas to bring
to your garden center! ■
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BEGARDENCHIC.COM Log on for more photos.

