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Homestead Gardens,
Davidsonville, MD
We are pleased to present our fourth annual Dick Morey Nursery
Retailer of the Year Award to Homestead Gardens, serving
the metro Baltimore-Washington, D.C., area, in picturesque
Davidsonville, MD. This innovative independent garden center is
an example of where thinking outside the box can take you - on an
exciting journey toward ever-building success. Owner Don Riddle
consistently steps outside his comfort zone, trying new things and
creating a truly compelling retail destination in the process.
Founded in 1973 as a roadside stand that sold azaleas, bedding
plants, mums and poinsettias, Homestead is now a formidable
force in the industry, ranking No. 19 in Nursery Retailer’s IGC 100
report with $26.5 million in sales. Today, its retail selling area
counts 57,000 square feet of covered space and an additional 15
acres outdoors.
A visit to Homestead is never just a shopping trip - it’s an experience to remember.
Indoors, the garden center showcases distinctive home and
garden decor in creatively concepted and carefully executed
displays. Signage touts “houseplants for healthy living,” pointing to
the ways indoor plants improve air quality and reduce stress. An in-
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store “Diagnostic Center” promises gardening
solutions for the toughest challenges, and
a knowledgeable staff member is always
nearby to back it up. Even chemicals and
controls are presented in visually appealing
ways, through colorful, well-organized
displays. Nothing ever appears out of place.
Outdoors, creatively cross-merchandised displays of annuals, perennials,
water gardening, trees and shrubs inspire.
Customers take their time walking the
property, enjoying the beauty of the lavishly
landscaped display gardens. In the nursery
yard, color blocking makes it easy for them
to find the perfect flowering plant for their
gardens. Homestead builds its reputation on
superior plant quality by growing 80 percent
of its own stock at its 250-acre growing
facility, which includes a 5-acre, state-of-the
art greenhouse.
And then there are the llamas. A favorite
draw, especially among families with young
children, a herd of more than 30 occupy a
barn right on Homestead’s property. The
gentle animals are sheered once a year, and
their wool is sold to weavers and spinners.
After a full day of shopping, customers can
sit down for a bite to eat at Homestead’s
Saucy Salamander garden cafe. The menu
delights with light lunch fare, as well as
breakfast pastries, frozen fruit smoothies
and Seattle’s Best Coffee. It’s delicious - as is
everything Homestead cooks up at its worldclass operation.
Congratulations, Don, on setting the bar
higher for exceptional IGC retailing.
- Jeff Morey, Publisher
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